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effort, and oat of 6,178 recognised high and Anglo-vernacular
schools only 1,114 are fully maintained and managed by Govern-
ments or local bodies, though 3,831 more are also aided out
of public funds. It is, therefore, not so easy for a, provincial
Government to exercise an effective control over their establish-
ment and conduct, and in fairness to Ministers this circum-
stance must be taken into account. Still, there can be no doubt
that in the interests of India a very serious effort is required to
put the system of secondary education on a satisfactory footing,
and that this effort of reorganisation remains to be made by
Ministers. Oil the other hand, as in the field of primary educa-
tion, there are signs that the schools do and will respond to
endeavours to humanise them and make them instruments of
social training and real education rather than channels for the
mechanical conveyance of information which can be reproduced
without digestion in a university examination hall. Encouraging
attempts are being made to develop courses with a practical bias
and to broaden the exclusively academic curriculum. The
popularity of physical training, games, scouting, school co-
operative societies, music and school bands, and the development
of a school medical service are significant features. It will take
a long time to supply the schools with an adequate number of
teachers who can shake off the fetters of a bad tradition and dis-
play the energy which is necessary to translate new ideals into
action. They have good stuff upon which to work. " Of the
general excellence of the material in Indian secondary schools
for boys those of us who have lived in the country can speak
with confidence.*' This quotation from our Auxiliary Com-
mittee's Beport* will we believe be generally endorsed. The
material requires sifting, and insistence on proper selection of
pupils for admission and retention is essential, if grave waste is
to be avoided and good standards are to be maintained. The
problems of secondary education are mainly problems of organisa-
tion, and on their solution depends, in very large measure, the
value of the contribution which the universities will make to the
social and political strength of the country. University standards
are bound to react upon standards of secondary education, and
there is a very general agreement that in India this reaction has
been and is excessive and in many respects detrimental. But the
only good foundation for a university system which will be fruit-
ful in the social, political and intellectual life of the people, is a
Bound and healthy system of secondary education, and short-
comings in that system are in the long run certain to bring with
them failure in the higher ranges of education.
The Universities.
446. As regards university education, it was impossible for our
Auxiliary Committee to visit more than a few of the colleges and
universities or to undertake any comprehensive investigation.
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* EcL Report, p. 119.